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October 27, 2003

“An accurate diagnosis of a problem is an important part of the solution.”  
Arab Human Development Report, 2002.  

Questions?, please email:  rmccaa@umn.edu
RE:  Invitation to participate in “IPUMS-Arab Region”,
a project to anonymize, integrate and disseminate census microdata

A project to anonymize, integrate and disseminate census microdata of the Arab Region is now underway, thanks to the interest shown at the recent “Statistical Capacity Building for the Arab Region” conference in Amman, Jordan.  A translation of the project prospectus into the Arabic is now available on the web:  http://www.hist.umn.edu/~rmccaa/ipums-international/prospectus.ar.pdf   
(in English:  :  http://www.hist.umn.edu/~rmccaa/ipums-international/prospectus_arab-region.doc )
What is needed by January 15, if a region-wide 5-year effort is to get underway in 2005, is endorsement of project principles by each statistical agency interested in participating.  If after examining the enclosed documents your agency is inclined to participate under the conditions in Appendix A (“Details”), please endorse the letter of understanding in Arabic and English, and fax them to Dr. Robert McCaa at:  1+612.626.8375.  The University of Minnesota will sign the documents and return copies for your files.  As of this writing one agency, the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics, has already signed the project’s memorandum of understanding.

Project details are spelled out in the prospectus, which is nearly identical to similar region-wide projects now in progress in Europe and Latin America.  Please forgive the length of the document, but it is important that each partner be fully informed of project details from the beginning.  Be assured as well that once work begins we consult closely with the national statistical authority and academic experts in each country to develop all details of the project in a friendly and accommodating way, with regard to both the division and scheduling of tasks.   

The contents of the prospectus are as follows:  

1) The abstract and Table 1 spells out the goals and scope of the project, in terms of countries and census microdata to be included (additions/corrections to this table will be greatly appreciated).  

2) Appendix A summarizes the details of the project.  

3) The introduction explains the background for the project

4) Confidentiality protections are addressed in section 2.  

5) Technical matters are addressed in section 3:  drawing samples, cleaning the data, designing the harmonization, and enhancing the dataset with “value-added” features.  

6) Finally the document concludes with a discussion of a detailed work plan (Appendix A).  

7) Appendix B consists of the letter of understanding, which constitutes the legal authority for the project to proceed. 

With sufficient endorsements recorded by January 15, we will solicit the necessary funding to:

1. license the microdata, draw the samples, and clean the data, 

2. pay the national research teams to assist in designing the anonymization and harmonization protocols

3. and construct and maintain the English and Arabic language web-sites.  

Census microdata constitute one of the most valuable data sources for accurately diagnosing demographic, economic and social issues.  It would be a great pleasure to work with your agency on this path-breaking, region-wide initiative.  

Sincerely yours,

Robert McCaa,

Professor of History and International Projects Coordinator, University of Minnesota Population Center

