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August 27, 2002

RE: IPUMS-Europe: a project to anonymize, integrate, disseminate census samples
of selected countries for academic research

It is my pleasure to inform you that a new five-year, pan-Europe census sample harmonization project is currently being developed.  

The goal of the IPUMS-International consortium is to promote the use of high-quality, anonymized census microdata samples by expert social scientists who legally bind themselves to protect the confidentiality of the data.  

A draft proposal of the project is attached (IPUMS-Europe_draft01.doc).  A final proposal, incorporating the suggestions and recommendations of members of the consortium, will be completed over the next six to nine months.  Your comments and suggestions for strengthening the proposal are most welcome.

Here, I wish to emphasize that the project will be fully funded from international sources, and will not require expenditures by any of the participating national statistical institutes or offices.   On the contrary, a modest budget will be allotted—in consultation with each national agency—adequate to cover costs of supplying documentation, data, dissemination licenses, and expertise to the overall project.  

The new initiative, led by Dr. Nikolai Botev of the ECE’s Population Activities Unit (PAU) and me, will be a fully collaborative project, with participation by national experts and academic researchers, and will take advantage of the latest technologies and methods.  I invite you and your staff to inspect a prototype now on the web at:  http://www.ipums.org/international   Currently available are data and documentation for six countries:  Colombia (1964-1993), France (1962-1990), Kenya (1989-99), Mexico (1960-2000), Vietnam (1989-99) and the USA (1960-1990).   Thanks to the success of the PAU’s initiative using 1990-round census samples in which 17 European countries are participating, international funding should be readily forthcoming for a 2000-round pan-Europe project.  We propose to build upon both the PAU collaborative and the IPUMS-International consortium, incorporating extant census microdata from the 1960s to the present.  

I would be pleased to have an opportunity to respond to any questions that you or you staff may have.  Should a personal visit be of interest, please inform me at your earliest convenience so that arrangements can be made without undue delay.  

The first step toward a successful funding proposal begins with a partnership with the national statistical institute.  I hope that you will join others in this important initiative in the near future.  

Sincerely yours,

Robert McCaa,

International Projects Coordinator, Minnesota Population Center

and Professor of History, University of Minnesota

Enclosures:  

draft proposal, ipums-europe_draft01.doc

letter of understanding, ipumsi_understanding.doc


IPUMS-Europe census microdata project 
tentative calendar (August 26, 2002)

September 2002 – March 2003, organize project consortium

1. Obtain authorization from National Statistical Institute for each participating country

2. Agree on general principles (see attached “Letter of Understanding”, ipumsi_understanding.doc) regarding anonymization and dissemination of harmonized microdata samples.

3. Identify censuses to be included in project (1960s – present, where available), detailing the size, contents and condition of datasets

4. Catalog essential documentation for each census microdataset:  enumeration forms, enumerator instructions, data documentation (“IMPS code book” indicating record formats), data editing protocols, etc.  Provide copies of these materials to the project to craft the funding proposal.

5. Develop a tentative work plan and calendar for each country, regarding division of responsibilities with respect to drawing samples, implementing statistical confidentiality protections, designing harmonization of census concepts and codes, etc.  Please note that programming will be performed by Minnesota Population Center personnel using software developed for the IPUMS-International project.

6. Draft a budget for each country, indicating costs, if any, for obtaining copies of documentation and microdata, a dissemination license, and national expertise.

March – May 2003: circulate funding proposal to National Statistical Institute partners for comments and suggestions before submitting to funding agencies on June 1.

“2004” (year 1 of grant, June 2004-May 2005—if funded upon first submission): organize, plan and design anonymization and integration protocols in close collaboration with partners in each country (roughly two days to two weeks of work with national statistical experts in each country, depending upon the number and complexity of census data).

National integration projects, years 2 – 5 (2 weeks to 2 months of work with experts in each country):

2005:  integrate microdata of 2/3 countries with censuses taken in 1999/2000

2006:  3/4 countries with censuses in 2001

2007:  3/4 countries with censuses in 2001

2008:  2/3 countries with censuses in 2002

Integrated data for a specific country will become available to researchers, approximately one year after integration work is begun for that country.  The final release for all data will be May 2009.  Access will be strictly controlled to protect statistical confidentiality and to assure proper use.  

List of countries participating in the PAU 1990 census round microdata dissemination project:  Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, England and Wales, Estonia, Finland, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, and the USA.

The IPUMS-International project may be inspected on the web at:   http://www.ipums.org/international
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica , Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Kenya, Mexico, Nicaragua, Palestine, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Spain, Venezuela, Vietnam, and the USA.

For additional details, please contact the principal investigators:  

Robert McCaa rmccaa@umn.edu, (+1 612) 624-3507

Nikolai Botev Nikolai.Botev@unece.org  (+41 22) 917 1324.  

