SYLLABUS:

HIST3212/DISSIDENT SEXUALITIES IN U.S. HISTORY

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, SPRING 2008

T/Th, 12:45 – 2:00 p.m., Blegen 145

Professor Kevin P. Murphy





748 Social Sciences Bldg.





624-9021/kpmurphy@umn.edu
office hours: Tuesdays, 2: 15 – 3:45 and by appt.

Course Description:

This course examines transformations in the cultural meanings, politics, and social organization of diverse sexualities in U.S. history.  The course will focus on historical contestation over the meanings of sexual “normality” and “deviance” from the time of European contact to the present.  Through class discussion and engagement with recent scholarship in the field, students will be encouraged to think about the ways in which “modern” sexual identities and communities (including gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender) are historically contingent and inextricably linked to major shifts in the economy, culture, and politics of the United States.  

Major topics include clashes over gender and sexuality during the period of European conquest and colonization; the growth and policing of commercialized sex in the nineteenth century; the centrality of “miscegenation” to racial politics in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; the development of “modern” categories of homosexuality and heterosexuality; the formation and contestation of transgender, bisexual, lesbian, and gay identities and communities; the politics of sexual oppression and resistance in the twentieth century; and public debates over sex work and sexual representation.  This course is limited to Juniors and Seniors.

Course Requirements and Grading:
1) Consistent and active participation in class sessions (20%).  The success of this class depends on informed and engaged discussion.  Therefore, assignments must be read before each class session.  Each student is responsible for  producing discussion questions (minimum of two) that focus on important issues raised by one course reading during the semester.  The discussion question presentation schedule will be determined at the beginning of the semester. Attendance at every class session is mandatory.
2) One Short (2-3 pp.) paper (15%). Due February 12 (assigned February 5). Paper will require you to analyze a primary source.  If you are not in class when guidelines are distributed, please arrange to get assignment from a fellow classmate!
3) Midterm paper (25%). Due March 6 (assigned Feb. 26). covering the first half of the semester and due on Wednesday, March 3. 5-page essay responding to one of two questions.
4) Popular culture presentation (10%).  Due March 27  (assigned March 11).  In-class presentation and accompanying 1-page analysis of popular cultural source.
5) Final paper (30%) covering the entire semester and due on Friday, May 16 in my office at noon (assigned on Tuesday, May 6). 6-8  pp. essay responding to one of two essay questions.  

Required Texts:

· Ricardo Brown,  The Evening Crowd at Kirmser’s: A Gay Life in the 1940’s (University of Minnesota, 2003). 

· Mary Ting Yi Lui, The Chinatown Trunk Mystery:  Murder, Miscegenation, and Other Dangerous Encounters in Turn-of-the-Century New York City (Princeton University Press, 2005). 
· Michelle Tea, Valencia (Avalon, 2000).
· Kevin P. Murphy, Jason Ruiz, and David Serlin, eds.  Queer Futures, a special issue of Radical History Review 100 (Winter 2008). [Also available electronically through UMN Libraries website]
· Course Readings: Readings marked with * are available in electronic format through the UMN Libraries website.  Articles marked with ** are available on the course E-Reserve page through the UMN Libraries website. 

Relevant Policies:

Late Papers
All papers are due at the BEGINNING of class session. Papers received after the start of class will receive a one-grade deduction.  Further deductions of one-half grade will be levied for each additional day a paper is late. 

Plagiarism

Use of written material (such as quotations) and/or ideas from the work of other scholars or writers without acknowledgment constitutes plagiarism.  While I reserve the right to treat cases of unintentional plagiarism as I wish, you should be aware that the College of Liberal Arts recommends a failing grade for any plagiarized assignments.  A second offense would result in a failing course grade.  If you are uncertain about the meaning of plagiarism, please consult me.

Equal Opportunity

“The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to race, religion, color, sex, national origin, handicap, age, veteran status, or sexual orientation.”  


For further information, contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action in 419 Morrill Hall (624-9547).

Sexual Harassment

Sexual harassment is defined as “Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physical contact of a sexual nature when (1) submission to such conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of an individual's employment or academic advancement, (2) submission to, or rejection of, such conduct by an individual is used as the basis for employment decisions or academic decisions affecting the individual, or (3) such conduct has the purpose or effect of unreasonably interfering with an individual's work or academic performance or creating an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working or academic environment.”


“All faculty, supervisors, and administrators are legally and ethically obligated to take appropriate action to prevent sexual harassment.”  


For further information, contact the Office of Equal Opportunity and Affirmative Action in 419 Morrill Hall (624-9547).
Disabilities

The University will provide accommodation for students with special needs.  Please inform me if this may apply to you.


For further information, contact the Office for Students with Disabilities, 16 Johnston Hall (624-4037).

Schedule:

WEEK 1: THINKING SEX

Tues, Jan. 22

Introduction to Course.

Thurs., Jan 24

**Gayle S. Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality” (1984) reprinted in Abelove, et al, eds., The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader (1993), 3-44.

*David M. Halperin, “How to Do the History of Male Homosexuality,” GLQ: A Journal of Gay and Lesbian Studies, 2000, Vol. 6 Issue 1, pp. 87 – 123.
WEEK 2: SEX AND CONQUEST: MAKING MEANING OF “BERDACHE” AND “TWO SPIRIT”
Tues, Jan. 29

In Class (please bring laptop if you have one): 

Web research on Two Spirit history and movements:  “The 20th Anniversary International Two Spirit Gathering,” (esp. “about page” link), http://www.itsg.20m.com/, AND/OR The North American Aboriginal Two Spirit Information Pages, University of Calgary, http://www.ucalgary.ca/~ptrembla/aboriginal/two-spirited-american-indian-resources.htm#Internet
Thurs., Jan. 31

Reading:

*Sue-Ellen Jacobs and Wesley Thomas, “…and we are still here: from berdache to two-spirit people….”
http://web.archive.org/web/20040507011452/http://www.socqrl.niu.edu/forest/SOCI454/Berdachex.html
*Richard C. Trexler, “Making the American Berdache: Choice or Constraint?”  Journal of Social History 35:3  (2002), 613-636. 

WEEK 3: SODOMY AND DEVIANCE IN COLONIAL AMERICA

Tues, Feb. 5

Reading:

*Richard Godbeer: “The Cry of Sodom: Discourse, Intercourse and Desire in Colonial New England,” William & Mary Quarterly, Vol. 52, No. 2 (April 1995), 259 - 286.

Primary source paper assigned.


Thurs, Feb. 7

**Elizabeth A. Reis, “Hermaphrodites and “Same-Sex” Sex in Early America” in Foster, ed., Long Before Stonewall (NYU, 2007).

WEEK 4:  SEX, COMMERCE, SLAVERY, AND DEMOCRACY

Tues., Feb. 12

PRIMARY SOURCE PAPER DUE.

Thurs, Feb. 14

**Christine Stansell, “Women on the Town: Sexual Exchange and Prostitution” in City of Women (1983), 171-192.

**Martha Hodes, “Adultery: Dorothea Bourne and Edmond,” in Reis, American Sexual Histories, 145 – 164.

WEEK 5: NARRATIVES OF SEXUAL AND RACIAL DANGER

Tues., Feb. 19

Lui, The Chinatown Trunk Mystery, Introduction – Chapter 3.

Thurs., Feb. 21

Lui, The Chinatown Trunk Mystery, Chapter 4 – Chapter 7.

WEEK 6: MEDICINE AND DEVIANCE: THE HOMOSEXUAL, THE LESBIAN, AND THE HETEROSEXUAL

Tues., Feb. 26

**Siobhan Somerville, “Scientific Racism and the Invention of the Homosexual Body,” in Lancaster, ed.,  The Gender /Sexuality Reader(1997), 37-52.

Midterm Papers assigned.

Thurs., Feb. 28

**Lisa Duggan,  “The Trials of Alice Mitchell: Sensationalism, Sexology, and the Lesbian Subject in Turn-of-the-century America,” in Sexual Borderlands, 165-186.

WEEK 7: BULLDAGGER AND SISSY-MAN BLUES

Tues, Mar. 4

**Eric Garber, “A Spectacle in Color: The Lesbian and Gay Subculture of Jazz Age Harlem,” in Duberman, et al., eds., Hidden from History, pp. 318-331.

Thurs., Mar. 6

MIDTERM PAPERS DUE

WEEK 8: QUEER TWIN CITIES

Tues: Mar 11

Presentation by Ryan Murphy and Alex Urquhart, Twin Cities GLBT Oral History Project.

Popular culture assignment distributed.

Thursday, Mar. 13

Reading:

Brown, The Evening Crowd at Kirmser’s, all.

SPRING BREAK!!

WEEK 9: VELVET UNDERGROUNDS: COUNTERCULTURAL SEXUALITIES

Tues. Mar. 25

Reading:

*Lester Strong, “ ‘Some Stars Aren’t Like You and Me’: A Talk with Wayne Koestenbaum on Andy Warhol,”  Journal of Homosexuality, Vol. 47, No. 1 (May 2004), 137-151

Screening:  Billy Weber, dir., The Cockettes (2003)

Thurs, Mar. 27 
Popular culture presentations!

WEEK 10:  SEX AND REVOLUTION

Tues., Apr. 1

Reading:

** Terence Kissack, “Freaking Fag Revolutionaries: New York’s Gay Liberation Front,. 1969–1971,” Radical History Review 62 (1995): 104–34.
Thurs, Apr. 3

Screening: Victor Silverman and Susan Stryker, dirs.,  Screaming Queens: The Riot at Compton’s Cafeteria (2005). 

WEEK 11:  LIBERATION NARRATIVES

Tues, April 8

Screening:  Joseph Lovett, dir., Gay Sex in the 70s (2005), excerpts;  and Fenton Bailey and Randy Barbato, dirs. Inside Deep Throat (2005), excerpts.

Thurs., April 10

Reading:

Primary sources on HIV/AIDS and sexual liberation (handed out in class week prior).

WEEK 12: SEX WARS & FEMINISM

Tues, April 15

Reading:

Primary documents on pornography, sex work, and feminism (handed out in class week prior)

Screening:

Julia Query, dir., Live Nude Girls Unite! (2000)
Thurs, April 17

Reading:

Michelle Tea, Valencia (all)

WEEK 13: BIG LOVES: BODIES, BELIEF, AND RESISTANCE

Tues, April 22

Reading:

*B. Carmon Hardy and Dan Erickson, “ ‘Regeneration—Now and Evermore!’: Mormon Polygamy and the Physical Rehabilitation of Humankind,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 10.1 (2001), 40-61.

Thurs, April 24

Reading:

*Peter Hennen,  “Bear Bodies, Bear Masculinity: Recuperation, Resistance, or Retreat?” Gender & Society, Vol. 19, No. 1 (Feb., 2005), 25 – 43.

WEEK 14: “DUDE, YOU’RE A FAG”: COMPLICATING GENDER/SEXUAL IDENTITIES AND POLITICS

Tues, April 29

Reading: 

*C.J. Pacoe, “ ‘Dude, You’re a Fag’: Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse,” Sexualities, Vol. 8, No. 3 (2005), 329 – 346.

Screening: excerpts from Dude, Where’s My Car? and Mean Girls.

Thurs., May 1

Reading: 

Christina B. Hanhardt, “Butterflies, Whistles, and Fists: Gay Safe Streets Patrols and the New Gay Ghetto, 1976-1981,” in Murphy et al, eds., Queer Futures, 61-86.

CASSANDRA HARVEY

WEEK 15:  HOMONORMATIVITIES

Tues, May 6

Reading:

Patrick McCreery, “Save  Our Children/Let Us Marry: Gay Activists Appropriate the Rhetoric of Child Protectionism,” 186-208; and Nan Alamilla Boyd, “Sex and Tourism: The Economic Implications of the Gay Marriage Movement,” 223-236, in Queer Futures.

Final exam assigned.

Thurs, May 8

Reading:

Jason Ruiz, “The Violence of Assimilation: An Interview with Mattilda aka Matt Bernstein Sycamore” in Queer Futures.
FINALS DUE FRIDAY, MAY 16  AT NOON.

