History 1302W: United States 1880 to Present

Instructor Information:

Aaron M. Windel

Social Sciences 122

Office hours: Tuesday 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Wednesdays or by appointment

Email: wind0061@umn.edu
Course Objectives:


The purpose of this section is to work through course readings with each other through discussion and formal written assignments.  This is a course that covers a period that takes us up to the present moment.  As such, commentary about the present is welcome.  Throughout the semester we will practice our skills at contextualizing events, persons and key ideas in an historical frame.  We will also work on developing a sense of some of the key continuities and ruptures at various levels of American society, politics, and culture.  By the end of the term - when we directly focus on the very recent events in U.S. history - we should be viewing them as part of a dynamic relationship with the past.  
Grading and Attendance:


Grades based on quality of work relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements may be understood as follows:


A – outstanding


B -  significantly above requirements


C – meets requirements


D – does not meet requirements, but is worthy of credit


F – signifies that work was either 1) completed but not at a level of achievement that is worthy of credit or 2) was not completed and there was no agreement between the instructor and the student that the student would be awarded an Incomplete

Your grade is based on written assignments (two 4-6 page essays), a group project with in-class presentation, and participation in our class meetings. The percentage of your grade allotted to each assignment is as follows:


A 6-8 page end-of-term writing project “Thinking Through History” --- 25%


Midterm exam






---- 20%


Final exam






---- 25%


Section Participation





---- 30%

Section Participation:

This is a writing intensive course, and a portion of the participation grade will be based on three formal written assignments and one group project based on your readings in the Gosse book The Movement of the New Left. Details on these assignments will be provided later.

The grade breakdown for those assignments is as follows:

Short written assignment on Moody’s Coming of Age in Mississippi  --- 5%

Short written assignment on Mai Ngai’s Impossible Subjects          --- 5%

Group assignment (with a written component) on the Gosse document reader The Movement of the New Left



----5%

The remaining 15% of the participation grade will come from regular in-class participation.  Your attendance in class is required, and some credit will be given for simply being in class.  However, students will be evaluated on the degree of their demonstrated engagement with the readings and with their colleagues in class.
Timely work:


All written assignments must be turned in at the beginning of section on the due date. Papers turned in late are automatically docked one-half grade and a further grade for each additional day late. Emailed assignments will not be accepted. 
Contacting me:


I would prefer to as much as possible meet face to face with students to discuss the course and your work. It is very difficult to effectively address problems or concerns over email, and I would like to avoid lengthy email conferences with students.  If your schedule conflicts with my posted office hours, please e-mail me or speak to me following class to set up an alternate meeting time. I will respond to emails from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

 Important University of Minnesota policies:


See the main course syllabus: http://www.hist.umn.edu/%7Ebywelke/1302syl.htm
