
History 1302V: U.S. History, 1865 to Present

Honors Discussion Section 80

Wednesdays 9:05-11:00 a.m.

Humphrey Center, Room 30

General Information

Teaching Assistant:
Jeff Manuel

Email:


manu0014@umn.edu (this is the best way to reach me)

Office:


Social Sciences Building, Room 122

Office Hours:

Mondays 3:30-4:30 p.m., Thursdays 1:00-2:00 p.m., and by appointment

Office Phone:

(612) 624-4812

Course Website:
http://www.hist.umn.edu/~bywelke/H1302.htm

Goals and Objectives
Welcome to your discussion section for History 1302! Working in connection with the course lectures and readings, this discussion section is a place where we will explore the meanings and implications of the course’s readings, lectures, and assignments. Practically, this means that each time we meet we will be thinking, discussing, reading, and writing about issues essential to U.S. history and points that hopefully get at the deeper implications of historical study.

Discussion Section Guidelines and Attendance
To make our discussions productive and engaged, we all need to follow some commonsense guidelines: come to class on time, bring the assigned readings, be ready to listen, write, and contribute to our discussions, etc. The quality of our discussion will depend on everyone’s level of preparation, so please make sure you’ve carefully read the assigned texts before section, taken good notes while listening to Professor Welke’s lectures, and thought about any questions you have or issues you would like to discuss. This section is participatory and interactive, so everyone is expected to participate fully.

Since we only meet once a week, attendance at every discussion section is very important. I will take attendance regularly in section. You are allowed one unexcused absence during the semester, but additional unexcused absences will be reflected in your participation grade. If you find that you will be forced to miss a discussion section, please let me know ahead of time. If you miss a lecture or discussion section, it is your responsibility to find out what happened during class and get the notes from a classmate; note that missed in-class exercises and informal writing assignments cannot be made up later. Missed exams will be made up according to University policy.

Our discussions of U.S. history since 1865 will likely (and hopefully) lead us into issues that can be controversial or intense. I hope our discussion of these issues will be spirited, but it is important that personal respect and academic behavior be maintained at all times. Questions asked in a spirit of honest intellectual inquiry are always welcome, but anything meant to demean or hurt someone, for whatever reason, is not. Simply put, treat each other with respect at all times. University policies on issues such as scholastic dishonesty, plagiarism, sexual harassment, equal opportunity, and disabilities are explained in the lecture syllabus and on the University’s website. This discussion section will be conducted in accordance with such policies and all students are expected to adhere to University policies.

Grading
I will be grading all papers, exams, and other assignments for all students in this discussion section according to the University’s grade definitions as printed in the lecture syllabus. The grading breakdown, as a percentage of your final grade, is as follows:


Mid-term exam:



20%


Final exam:



25%


Thinking Through History



Research Paper:


25%


Discussion Section Participation:

· Attendance, Participation,



and Informal Assignments:
15%

· Short Paper 1:


5%

· Short Paper 2:


5%

· Short Paper 3:


5%

Late Work and Other Grading Issues
All assignments are due at the beginning of the discussion section, unless instructed otherwise. Assignments will be marked down one-half grade if turned in late on the day the assignment is due and an additional full grade for each day after the due date. Please let me know in advance if you want to submit your assignment electronically.

As your T.A., I’m here to help you meet the course objectives. Please visit me during office hours or contact me via email with any questions or concerns you may have about the course, the discussion section, or your work. I will gladly look over drafts of papers, provided that you give me the draft at least 36 hours before it is due. A host of resources is available at the University to help you with your coursework, such as the Center for Writing, History Writing Tudors, and the course website. Please see me to get information about which resources may be helpful in your particular situation. I look forward to a great semester working with everyone.

