Key New Deal Legislation
Before Inaugural
	1933
	Twentieth Amendment to U. S. Constitution
	Changed inauguration from March 4 to January 20 to lesson delay between election and new president taking office (Passed by Cong. March 1932, Ratified January 1933)(1st presidential election to which it applied – 1936)


First New Deal (1933-1935)
	1933
	Emergency Banking Act
	Provided funds to stabilize banks (passed during “bank holiday”)

	1933
	Glass Steagall Act (incl. FDIC)
	Barred commercial banks from involvement in buying/selling stocks (repealed 1999); FDIC insured individual depositors accounts up to $100T 

	1933
	Gold Standard
	Took the U. S. off the gold standard so that currency could be issued in hopes of stimulating the economy

	1933
	National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA)
	Established NRA, brought business leaders together with government officials to set codes for output, prices, and working conditions; sec 7a recog. workers’ right to organize

	1933
	Public Works Administration (PWA)
	Part of NIRA, directed by Harold Ickes, provided jobs to unemployed building roads, schools, hospitals, etc.

	1933
	Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)
	Authorized the federal government to try to raise farm prices by setting production quotas for major crops and paying farmers not to plant more.  

	1933
	Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC)
	Put young men to work on projects like forest preservation, flood control, and improvement of national parks & wildlife preserves

	1933
	Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA)
	Provided grants to local agencies that aided those impoverished by the Depression

	1933
	Civil Works Administration (CWA)
	Public works project; provided jobs to unemployed building highways, tunnels, courthouses, airports, etc. Ended 1934.

	1933
	Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)
	Built series of dams along the Tennessee River to prevent floods & deforestation and provide cheap electric power to region.

	1933/34
	Home Owners Loan Corporation & Federal Housing Administration (FHA)
	Insured long-term mortgages issued by private banks; low-rent housing built by federal government

	1933
	Twenty-First Amendment
	Repealed prohibition (passed March 1933; ratified Dec. 1933)

	1933
	Securities Act 
	Required public corporations to register their stock sales and distributions and to make regular financial disclosures

	1934
	Securities Exchange Act 
	Established the Securities Exchange Commission (SEC) to regulate stock and bond markets

	1934
	Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
	Established to oversee the nation’s broadcast airwaves and telephone communications

	1934
	Indian Reorganization Act
	Ended policy of forced assimilation pursued since the Dawes Act (1887); included U. S. recognition of Indians’ right to govern their own affairs, except where specifically limited by U. S. law.  


Second New Deal (1935-1938)
	1935
	Tax Reform
	Tax on large fortunes & corporate profits

	1935
	Rural Electrification Agency
	As of 1934, 80% of farms were still without electricity.  Brought electricity to millions.    

	1935
	Works Progress Administration (WPA)
	Employed 3M people between 1935-1943.  Projects included public buildings and bridges, over 500T miles of roads, 600 airports, stadiums, swimming pools, sewage treatment facilities.  Included Federal Theater, Music, Dance, Writers, and Arts Projects which brought the arts to ordinary Americans.

	1935
	National Youth Administration (NYA)
	relief for teenagers and young adults

	1935
	Wagner Act
	Empowered National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) to supervise elections in which employees voted on union representation; made illegal practices such as firing and blacklisting union organizers. 

	1935
	Social Security Act
	Created system of unemployment insurance, old-age pensions, aid to the disabled, the elderly poor, and families with dependent children.  Hybrid of national/local funding, control, and eligibility standards 

	1937
	U. S. Housing Act 
	First major national effort to build low-income public housing

	1938
	Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA)
	Banned goods produced by child labor from interstate commerce, established minimum wage (40 cents per hour), required overtime pay for hours of work exceeding 40/week.
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