The Civil Rights Era II:

From Beloved Community to Black Power

(4/4/05)

I. Tracing the Transformation from Beloved Community to Black Power through Music: From “We Shall Overcome” to “The Revolution Will Not Be Televised” 
We Shall Overcome

	1. We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day 

Chorus:
Oh deep in my heart
I do believe
We shall overcome some day 


2. We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand some day
Chorus: 

3. We shall all be free
We shall all be free
We shall all be free some day
Chorus: 
	4. We are not afraid
We are not afraid
We are not afraid today
Chorus: 

5. We are not alone
We are not alone
We are not alone today
Chorus: 

6. The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around
The whole wide world around some day
Chorus: 

7. We shall overcome
We shall overcome
We shall overcome some day
Chorus: 


Gil Scott-Heron, “The Revolution Will Not Be Televised” (1974)

[Lyrics:  http://www.gilscottheron.com/lyrevol.html]

II.  The Emergence of Black Power in the South
1.  Tensions between SCLC and SNCC

2.  Toll of white resistance

3.  Facing poverty; civil rights was not enough

4.  Cynicism about integrity and good faith of America’s white leaders

III. Chronology of Shift to Black Power/Black Nationalism

A.  The Rise of Black Power

1.  March on Washington, August, 1963

2.  Democratic National Convention, Atlantic City, August 1964

3.  Mississippi Freedom Summer

4.  SNCC and Core: rejecting nonviolence, integration, and interracialism

5.  Taking the message to the people: Meredith “March Against Fear” (Summer 1966)

B.  Black Nationalism in the North
1.  Deep roots: From Marcus Garvey (1920s) to Nation of Islam (1950s/1960s)

2.  Malcolm X

3.  Different history; different issues

4.  Urban riots

5.  The Black Panther Party

IV.  White Backlash

1.  What white America thought they saw: civil rights and television II
2.  A movement that had gotten too close to home

3.  Kerner Commission (1967-1968): recommendations and response
