The New Deal

(3/2/05)

I. The country “was in such a state of confused desperation that it would have followed almost any leader anywhere he chose to go.” (Walter Lippman)(quoted in Foner, p. 814)
1.  Imagining Other Histories:  Philip Roth, The Plot Against America (2004) and Sinclair Lewis, It Can’t Happen Here (1935).

2.  The State of the Nation:  March 1933
3.  FDR’s Presidential Leadership
II.  New Deal: Significance

1.  Program?  Success?


- not a unified program


- didn’t end Great Depression

2.  Key New Deal Reforms


- FDIC


- regulation of securities


- agricultural subsidies


- federal school lunch program


- protective labor legislation


- rights of workers to organize


- social security


“Economic Bill of Rights”

3.  Infrastructure for Post-WWII Economic Expansion

- roads, bridges, dams, irrigation and hydroelectric power; rural electrification


4.  New Relationship between Citizens and Government


- federal government part of daily life

5.  New Deal Liberalism: 

- Security 


- New Deal coalition



- Opposition

6.  New Federalism

III.  The Conservatism of the New Deal

1.  Shoring up Capitalism
2.  Inscription of Traditional Gender Norms in Federal Law


- male breadwinner


- Economy Act of 1932 (and state equivalents)


- WPA


- NRA codes


- CCC


- Social Security


- exclusion from economic citizenship

3.  Accommodation of Racial Inequality


- accommodated segregation


- FERA


- AAA


- CCC


- Social Security

IV. The Popular Front and Preserving American Democracy   

