The 1920s

(2/21/05)

I.  Introduction:  The Consumer Revolution

· Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt
· “Conspicuous Consumption”

II.  Technological Hallmarks of the Consumer Revolution

A.  Automobile
· engine of economic expansion

· consumer credit

B.  Electric Appliances
C.  Popular Culture
· radio

· “talkies”

III.  Weighing Costs and Benefits

A.  Critics of Big Business
· Increase in concentration

· Uneven distribution of benefits

· See point IV.

B.  Positives
· Widespread prosperity

· New products

· Expanded educational opportunity

· Increased life expectancy

· Eroded power of small town merchants

· Eroded isolation of rural life

· Subversive of Jim Crow

IV.  Consumption, Individual Identity, & Democratic Values

· Women & the home

· Self-fulfillment through consumption?

· Loss of individuality?

· “democracy of goods”

